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Abstract

A research project “‘Let’s finish it in our generation.”: Thai youth movements in
contemporary socio-political contexts” aims to 1) study contemporary Thai youth movements
in terms of participants, causes, motivations, contexts and factors, 2) study the organizations,
networks, demands, and strategies of the movements, physically and digitally, and 3) study
relationship between generations in the movements. It employs qualitative research methods
complemented with digital media and document studies. It draws on the notion of
“generation,” which means several age groups bound together by shared experiences and
political ideologies, as a preliminary framework.

The research found that youths were born in a period during which the monarchy’s
popularity was challenged, and it was a factor contributing to a political crisis starting from
mid 2000s. Youths witnessed this political crisis and it was a crucible for their political
movements later. The 22 May 2014 Coup is a factor pushing them to play a leading role
because previous political groups were dispersed. Meanwhile, the disgraces of the self-
proclaimed righteous junta, and especially their disappointment from exercising their electoral
rights for the first time in conjunction with dissatisfaction in events related to the monarchy,
combined to render youths widely express their political concerns. Initially, they did it online.
But after the Constitutional Court ruled that the Future Forward Party disbanded and its
executives deprived of political rights, they extended the space of expression to a physical
world, starting in educational institutes before expanding to outside. They adjusted the
organizations and movement strategies continually under three demands, including the
resignation of the prime minister, drafting a new constitution, and reform of the monarchy.

Besides a physical world, the youth movements also took place in a virtual world.
Youths employed social media as a channel to inform movement identities, a frame for
movement operations, and a channel for movements along with the physical world. They
used social media in distributing information, discussion, making demands, countering the
opponents, making appointments, and raising funds.

The youth movements gained broad supports from society. This is particularly the case
for a large portion of the elderly who not only assisted and joined rallies held by the youths
but also held activities to support the youths. The opposition parties also supported the youth
movements. However, the government and the monarchy did not respond to the youths’
demands and instead countered with laws and judiciary. There were also the opponents most
of whom are the elderly.

Still, given that the Thai youth movements were composed of people of various age
groups bound together by shared experiences and political ideology as people of the same

)

“generation,” combined with the facts that they have created deep and wide impacts and
changes in Thai society, there is a chance and possibility that they may attain their goals in

their “ceneration.”



